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Here’s What Art ists Have to Say About the Future of  
America Under Donald Trump

Art ists were eager to speak out.

Sarah Cascone ,  November 10, 2016

In the wake of the elect ion of Donald Trump to the US presidency, artnet News has 
reached out to a number of  art ists for their  thoughts on the event and i ts potent ia l  
effects—within the arts,  the nat ion, and the world at  large.

For some art ists,  the elect ion’s unexpected outcome was st i l l  too raw, the perceived 
wound too fresh, for them to put their  emotions into words. For others,  the chance to 
ref lect on Hi l lary Cl inton’s loss and i ts ramif icat ions was a chance for catharsis.  This 
means that,  for  many, the heal ing power of  the arts can offer  a way forward as we look 
to f ix a deeply div ided and possibly broken nat ion.

Here is what they had to say.

Patr ic ia Cronin.  Courtesy of  Mark Blower.

Patricia Cronin

“I ’m terr i f ied and so are the global  human r ights movements.  What I ’ve seen in the art  
wor ld,  our shared creat ive landscape, marketplace, is the most bombast ic white 
straight male art ists are exalted. Misogyny is bankable,  racism abounds and greed 
rules.  I ’ve been gr ieving about this for some t ime. That’s what I  saw in this e lect ion 
and now the electorate has ref lected the art  wor ld.  L i fe imitates art .  Gold,  gl i tz  and 
sel f ishness. The bul l ies win.

“Compassion and empathy are r id iculed.

“God help us.””
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